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Dear Highland Environment Forum members, 
There will be lots of 'meadowy' news over the coming in months - and a good place to start is with the news: 'Rangers to deliver wildflower project in schools and online across Highland'  
With thanks to NatureScot staff, there will be an online Forum seminar on the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Delivery Plan from 10.00 - 11.00 on 22 May. Details to follow. The Scottish Government key biodiversity milestones chart is attached for reference. 
News
· Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland Equal rights of planning appeal – update and challenges to Scottish Government over bathing water status
· Boost to rare insect conservation with new breeding programme
· New strategy launched to protect biodiversity and economy from non-native species
· Flow Country Green Finance Initiative begins first steps and consultations  

· Moray Council declares Nature Emergency
· Minister Lorna Slater remains firm on bottle return scheme date 
Award
· Nature of Scotland 2023 - open to applications until 30 May
Consultation
· Ending the sale of peat in Scotland. Closes 12 May
Survey
· Federation of Small Businesses, Big Small Business Survey - aiming for a comprehensive snapshot of trading conditions and challenges across the country.. Open to all small businesses. Closes 10 March
Blogs
· Park Talk: Bringing back beavers
· How can science help us work together to restore landscapes?
· How uprooted trees are helping to restore a river in the Cairngorms
· Community benefits from investment in natural capital Scottish Land Commission 

· Don’t sideline Scotland’s wildlife in the race to net zero, Jason Rose RSPB
Videos
· Pink Maerl and Salmon Farms – Jason Hall Spencer in the Highlands. Also highlighting the importance of the Wester Ross Marine Protected Area for many species, including herring spawning. (Thanks to Peter Cunnngham for the link)
· We can't solve the climate crisis without cows, Ffinlo Costain, TEDxYouth talk
Citizen Science
· RSPB: Report upland burning 
Research
· Raising offspring increases ageing: Differences in senescence among three populations of a long-lived seabird, the Atlantic puffin
· ‘Hanging gardens’—comparing fauna communities in kelp farms and wild kelp forests (Norway)
· New design for lithium-air battery could offer much longer driving range compared with the lithium-ion battery
Research Partnership opportunities
(thanks to Lucio Marcello for these links)
· CEH National Honey Monitoring Scheme - beekeepers can send honey samples for analysis which will help to show the landscape the bees live in and environmental pressures they are exposed to
· The Sanger Institute BIOSCAN insect project aims to study the genetic diversity of 1,000,000 flying insects from across the UK. Insects from 100 project partner sites will be collected on a monthly basis over five years and  analysed using DNA barcoding.
· UK Cetacean DNA network keen to build a network of researchers
Volunteer
· 8 March @10 - 15.00 Ben Mor Coigach, Scottish Wildlife Trust Volunteers Day
· Scottish Invasive Species Initiative, Mink control Project. From February to November. 
Opportunities
· NatureScot Chair of the Board. Closing date 5 March
Jobs
· Highland Council Greenspace Project Officer, Inverness. 2-year contract. Closing date 6 March
· Scottish Invasive Species Initiative Project Officer, Cromarty Firth Fishery Board in partnership with Ness and Beauly District Salmon Fishery Boards. 3-year contract. Closing date 6 March 
· Buglife Species on the Edge Conservation Officer (East Coast), Closing date 6 March 

· National Trust for Scotland, Seasonal Seabird Ranger on Mingulay. Closing date 10 March
Events
Nature4 Health Inverness walks in April and May - poster attached
March
· 1 March @ 19.25 - 21.00 Uist and climate change, Professor Stewart Angus for SWT North group (online) 

· 2 March @ 18.00 - 19.00 Trees: Management and Making best use of your timber resource  Integrating Trees Network (online) 

· 9 March, 10 - 14.00 Black Isle Brewery Planning your Vegetable Garden 

· 11 and 12 March 09.30 - 16.00 Black Isle Brewery Dry-stone dyking with Brian Wilson 

· 13 March 2023 @ 10 - 12.30 Nature Restoration Jobs and Skills Online Conference  

· 13 March @ 18.00 - 18.45 Farm for Scotland's Future webinar, Scottish Environment Link 

· 14 March @ 11.00 - 11.45 Butterfly Conservation, Making amenity grasslands nature-positive
· 14 March @ 09.30 - 15.00 Peatland Action Planning an upland peatland restoration project , Glen Strathfarrar

· 14 March @ 10.00 - 16.00 Woodland management on a National Nature Reserve. Booking TBC

· 14 March 2023 @10.00-11.00 and 16 March 2023 @14.00-15.00 (same online seminar) KSB, Nature & Biodiversity training for the climate emergency. Booking TBC

· 15 March @ 10.00 - 16.00  Woodland Trust, Loch Arkaig: Right tree, right place. Booking TBC

· 16 March @ The Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust, Whale Track and Photo ID Training (online) Details TBC 

· 21 March @ 10.30 - 14.00  High Life Highland Ranger Meadow Making Workshop, Dingwall Library/Academy 

· 22 March @ 10.00 - 11.30 Why Circular Procurement is Better for Business, Zero Waste Scotland (online) 

· 22 March @ 13.30 - 15.30 High Life Highland Ranger Lichen Safari at Ledmore and Migdale  

· 22 March @ 7pm Discovering Scotland’s reptiles Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online) 

· 23 March @ Springboard:: Creative Carbon Scotland with Eden Court and NatureScot creating a local assembly for creative climate action, Inverness. 

· 28 March @ 19.00 Skye and Lochalsh Environment Forum Members' evening. Contact info@slef.org.uk to get a zoom link 

· 29 March @ 10.30 - 14.00  High Life Highland Ranger Meadow Making Workshop, North Kessock Village Hall 

· 29 March @7pm - Introduction to surveying Scotland’s reptiles Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online)

April
· 3 April @ 19.00 - 22.00 Bothy Tales and Marshmallows, Lochinver
With regards,
Caroline
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Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)
T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
